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RESOUITION A.176(VI) 

MARINE POLLUTION 

The Aaaembly, 

Bearing in mind that the International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954 (a1 amended in 1962), of which I)IEO i1 the 
depoaitary Organization, and in particular. amendments to that Convention adopted 
by the present session of the As1embly, baa made a significant contribution toward, 
prevention of pollution of the sea by oil, 

Recallin.e United Nations Re1olution 2467B (XXIII) concerning the hazardous 
and harmful effects of pollution that might arise from the exploration and 
exploitation of the resource■ of the sea-bed and ocean floor and the protection 
of living and other reaources from the con1equence1 of auch pollution, 

Reoallin.g also United Nations Reaolution 2414 (XXIII) inviting the Member 
State• and Organization• dealin& with marine pollution, e1pecially IMCO and the 
IAEA, to promote the adoption of effective international agreement• on the 
prevention end control of marine pollution as may be necesaary, 

RecaUing i>1 addition United Nation• Resolution 2398 (XXIII) by which the 
General Asaembly decided to convene, in 1972, a United Nations Conference on 
Human Environment, 

Recalling further Council Resolution C,42(XX1) regarding the objectivu of 
the Organization, in particular the placing of restraints upon the contamination 
of the aea, land and air or other aimilar injury by or from ship• and ve,sela and 
other equipment operating in tl.e marine environment, 

Noting the decision of the Maritime Safety Committee with a view to 
impleaenting the fore1oing &eaolutiona, to formulate propo1ala for tht prevention 
of pollution of the land, Ha and air by ships, veue ls and other equipment 
operating in the urine environment, 

Noting also th• report of the Secretary-General of the United Nation,, 
considered by the United Nation• Comittee on the Peaceful Use• of the Sea-led 
and Ocean Floor beyond the Limiu of National Jurisdiction (A/AC/138/13) • 
concernina the inter•secretariat meeting held in Geneva (July 1969), in which the 
United Nations, lMCO, UNESCO, WHO, WMO and the lAEA participated• and the work of 
the Joint lHCO/fN:>/UNESCO/WHO Group of Er.pert, on the Scientific Aspect• of Ktrint 
Pollution (GISAMP) a1 recorded in the report of its first 1e11ion held in London 
fr011 17•21 March 1969 (GESAK'P 1/11), 

Noting fuztth•r the report of the Unit1d Nation• C01aitt11 on the Peaceful U111 
of the S1a-led and Ocean Floor which referred to the activitiea of tMCO and 
1u11eated that the international convention• of which it it the depoaitary be 10 
co11pl1Mnted aa to take into account probl1■1 relatin1 to: 

(i) the safety of conatruction, equipment and operation of drilling rig1, 
production platform, 1ub11er1ibl•• and other device• uaed for the 
exploitation an• tran,portatien of ••••bed re1ource11 

(ii) th• safety of the people vorking o~ them; 



RESOWfION A.176(VI) 

(iii) the danger ari1ina from thip1 navigating in the area where underwater 
operation, take place; 

(iv) Lne spillage of oil and other noxiou1 or ha1ardou1 1ub1tance1 inLo the 
sea due to the exploitation of ••••bed re1ourc11, 

Bei'flfl conscious of the re1pon1ibility of the Organization in the field of 
prevention and control of pollution of the marine enviromnent including the 
pollution which mi1ht ari1e from the exploration and exploitation of the aea-bed 
and ocean floor, 

Invites the Maritime Safety Coanittee to proceed with ita vork on marine 
pollution with all po11ible 1peed with a view to achieving early implementation of 
effective mea1ure1 for the prevention and control of marine pollution, and to 
co-operate fully with other intP.retted organization• in carrying out thi1 ta•k• 

Decides to convene, in 1973, an international Conference ~n Marine Pollution 
for the purpose of preparing a suitable international agreement for placing 
rettraintt on the contamination of the 1ea, land and air by 1hip1, ve11el1 and 
other equipment operatina in the marine environment,· 

Invites the Member State• to recognize the need for urgency in applying 
effective control mea1ure1 for preventing pollution of the marine environment from 
1hip1, v••••l• and other equipment and to submit to the Organization necessary 
information for thia purpose. 
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J..CCELEH./,.TION OF THE M/JUTIME SJFETY 
COMMITTEE'S WOHK PilOOHiJ'.tlll: 

THE / ..ssm.mLY, 

RESOLUTION A.237(VII) 
adopted on 12 October 1971 

REC/.LLING thnt Hesolution l of the International Conference 
on .Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954, callinc for 
"The cooplete nvoitlance o.s soon as practicable of disoharc;o of 
;;,eraistont oil into the soa" was reaffirued by the 1962 
Conference, 

RECJ.1,LING /J.,SO that Resolution , ... 176(VI) atloptoc: on 
21 October 1969 invited tho Maritiae Safety Cor.1uittee to proceed 
with its work on ao.rine pollution with nll possible speed with a 
view to achievin~ early fr.1pleaentation of effective neasures for 
tho 1,,:revention o.nd control of r.10.rine pollution nnc1. ·to co-operate 
fully w1 th other 1nterest,ec1 or6anizntions in carrying out this 
task, 

REC/.LLING FURTHER the clecision to convene 1n 1973 an 
International Conference on Marine Pollution for the 1Juri,ose of 
pre par inc a suitable international acreer1ent for placing 
restraints on the contanination of the sea, land antl air by 

ships, v~saels anc1 other equipuent oiJerating in the uarine 
environnerit, 
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1 .. VII/Res. 237 

NOTING that Resolution 1~.176(VI) invited the IIenber States 
to recoenize the need for uriency in applyinG effective control 
□easures for preventilll,' pollution of the i:mrine environnent 
froo ships, vessel~ and other equip□ent and to sul.mi t to the 
Organization necessary infon.1ation for this purpose, 

NOTING FU11THER that there has arisen within a siza~le portion 
of the world scientific cor~Junity the conclusion that tho 
introduction of oil into tho sea has a hamful effect on tho 
food chain, 

RECOGNIZING that tho- oceans of the world can no lonec1"' 1:>e 
considered as unlioited waste c.luupin0 erounc.ls, 

BEING CONSCIOUS that the pollution of the seas onuses vast 
econooic anc.l aestllotic hari:~, 

URGES eovcrnuonts to iriple□ent tho provisions of tho 1969 
ar.1endnents to the International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954, as soon ns possible lli'thout 
awai tine the results of the International Conference on i-lcrine 
Pollution 1973, so that the uarine environuent oru1 be afforc:ec1 
the ir.u:1ecliate protection i11herent in the 1969 ru.ient:nonts, 

DECIDES that the International Conference on Marino r1ollution 
1973, shall have as its rn1in objectives the achiovor.1ont, by 

1975 if possible but certainly by the encl of tho <.lcco,~.o, of the 
coaplete elir.1ination of the wil:Cul and intentionc-,1 pollution of 
the seas by oil nnd noxious substances other them oil, end tho 
uininization of aociclental spills, 

DECIDES F1JHTHEn that the Maritit1e Safety Connittoe should 
direct 1 ts appropriate Sub•Cor.1r.11 ttee to ei ve first 1jriori ty to 
the problen of achieving these coals. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MARINE POLLUTION, 1973 

R?SOLUTION A.24l(VII) 
adopted on 13 October 1971 

THE ASSEMBLY, 

NOTING Article 16 of the Convention on the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization, concerning the !unctions of 
the Assembly, 

RECALLING its Resolution A.176(VI) by which it decided to 
convene in 1973, an international conference on marine pollution 
for the purp_ose of preparing a suitable international agreement 
for placing restraints o« the contamination of the sea, land and 
Air by ships, vessels and other equipment cperating in the marine 
environment and cei.lled upcn the Maritime Safety Committee to 
proceed with its wo1·k on marine pollution with all possible speed 
in co-ordinaticn with other jnterested organizations, 

NOTING further its Resolution A.237(VII) by which it decided 
that the 1973 C'°'nference shall have aa its main o·L,jective the 
achievement by 1975 it possible but certainly by ·the end of the 
decade, of the complete elimination of the wilful and intentional 
pollut!on of the seas by oil and noxious suostancea other than oil 
and the minimization of accidental spills, 
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A VII/Res.241 

ENOORSES the decisions taken by tho Council at its 
twenty-sixth session, concerning the subject matter for the 
Conference and other matters relating to the prevention of marine 
pollution (MSC X:XIV/3/1), and the Reports ot the !'18.ritime Safety 
Committee with respect to the preparatory work now in progress, 

RECOGNIZING the impera~ive need to achieve this objective 
and the need for policy directives if the preparatory work on 
marine pollution is to be successful in meeting the objectives 
which are inherent in its decision to hold the Conference, 

REAFFIRMS its decision to convene such Conference and to 
provide the means therefor, 

REQUESTS Council, the Maritime Safety Committee and the 
Legal Committee to proceed as a matter of urgency with the 
necessary preparations, 

AUTHORIZES Council, in the ligh·.:: of further progress made 
in the preparato:--y work within the Organization and also 
development, in the United Nations system, to provide appropriate 
policy directives and make such modifications to the subject 
matter of the Conference as it may consider neceaea:ry and to fix 
the precise date of the Conference to be convened in 1973, 

INVITES the Secretary-General to make all the requisite 
arrangements fer the Conference includin, the iaaue of invitations 
to States, Members of th9 United Nations and its Specialize~ 
Agencies and tha International Atomic Enera Agency and Parties 
t~ the Statutes ol the International Court of Juatice together 
with Observer• from auch governmental and non-govenwental 
organization, a, are normally pre1ent at Contoren0e1 convened 
by IMCO, 


